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The Four Reliances
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This enumeration, translated from Sanskrit,

1s attributed to Buddha Shakyamuni in multiple sutras,
including The Teaching of Aksayamati

and the Sutra of the Questions of the Naga King Anavatapta.
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Noun + La-Don Particle
[D.T. 20-26]

Negation Particle
[D.T. 73-75] + Verb

Noun + Verb

master + on

Individual, spiritual teacher,

not + rely = do not
rely

dharma + on + rely

“Do not rely on the individual, rely on the Dharma.”

%&& Class VI, 2-form, v .t., to rely on; to depend on; to place confidence in; to trust.
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Noun + La-Don [D.T. 20-
26] Particle

Negation Particle
[D.T. 73-75] + Verb

Noun + La-Don Particle
[D.T. 20-26] + Verb

word(s) + on

not + to rely = do

not rely

meaning, benefit + on +
rely

“Do not rely on the words, rely on the meaning.”

%&& Class VI, 2-form, v.t., to rely on; to depend on; to place confidence in; to trust.
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Adjective + Noun + La-Don Negation Adjective + Noun + La-Don
Particle [D.T. 20-26] Particle [D.T. Particle [D.T. 20-26]

73-75] + Verb
straightforward, straight + | not + rely = do true, definitive, actual,
meaning, benefit = not rely ultimate, certain + meaning,
literal/face-value/straight- benefit =
forward meaning (Skt. ultimate/definitive/absolute
neyartha) + on meaning (Skt. nitartha) + on +
rely

“Do not rely on the apparent meaning, rely on the definitive meaning.”

%&& Class VI, 2-form, v.t., to rely on; to depend on; to place confidence in; to trust.
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Noun + La-Don
Particle [D.T. 20-26]

Negation Particle [D.T.
73-75] + Verb

Noun + La-Don Particle
[D.T. 20-26] + Verb

consciousness (Skt.
vijfiana)

not + rely = do not rely

wisdom, gnosis (Skt.
jfiana)

“Do not rely on consciousness, rely on primordial wisdom.”

%&& Class VI, 2-form, v.t., to rely on; to depend on; to place confidence in; to trust.
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Line 5

The Four Reliances
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q-‘:v HQT mv%\\r‘gqvgmv mvgqu Do not rely on the individual, rely on the Dharma.

~
éﬂ 0\1' 'fi'q Rﬁ A" s q” Do not rely on the words, rely on the meaning.

S:.*/ vmv%\\j." vENv‘/ 'C‘L}'V Do not rely on the apparent mf.:aning, rely on the
definitive meaning.

'\ v VR v \/ v \ V\ v v V
35\1 .ﬂN A'A 6‘ q 6| ﬂN A 6%” Do not rely on consciousness, rely on primordial

wisdom.
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