FPRCSCRYeMNG TIDETAN

Teaching, the Language of an

Ancient Culture in a Modern World

MNestled in the foothills of the Bitterrool Mounlains of Montana is a unioue organi-

zation. Sporting goods stores, bars, taxidermy shops, gas stations — Montanans expect

to find these things. But a business grounded in knowledge gained from an in-depth

study of Tibetan Buddhist traditions and focused on tcachjng Classical Tibetan to

Western students? This falls a bit outside the realm of the expected.
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In 19493, shortdy afver complening, his rradieional three vear
retrear at Dakshang Kagyu Ling, Kalu Rinpoche’s flagship
vemter in France, David Curos began reaching privaic
stnbents in Los Anpeles. This seemed a natural direcrion for
hil'l'l. IEI'\'I::II !II.K I:'['.‘-irl:' LEV] l‘ll'li'l W"{""Q’l’r\ bk Llll{'l'l[!i d{‘l:'Flc'[i [!Htir
relanonship wirks the Dbacma, David has weitien:

“The Tibetan language is beautilul, powertul. and inleresting i ils own
right. But what's more, knowledge of Tibetan can contribute significantiy to
one’s DYharma study and practice. In fact, to study Tibetan is to praclice the
Dharma. The texls were written and Lranslated by reatized masters who were
aise greal literary masters, and their sole motivation was to liberate beings
Looking into the specialized language they created to convey the innermost

essence of the Buddha's teaching can be profoundly inspirational.”
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Mavid founded the Tibetan Language Instinace as an
educational non-profic dedicated o the preservanon of
Tibetan culrure through the reaching of che Tibetan language.
Beginnang in 19494 with the Los Angeles Summer Seminar,
TLI hosted Anam Thabien Rinpache (head of the Dharmata
Foundaton) and Sarah Harding {of rthe Naropa Institue) w
teach a ten-day semmar focusing on Tiberan calligraphy and
the Hearr Swima. Students raved abour this seminar and
INSEracIors — an auspicious beginoing

This sex the stage for the way TLL conrinues to aperare to
rhas day. There are two main branches: insoucnon in Tiberan
for Tharma srudents, and the developiment of marerials for
that instrucrion, Students can learn through self-study,
seimiimars, and privace relephone lessons for focused studenes,
The sclf-study curriculum uses a sce of maternals that have
breen exclusively developed for those who would like o study
on therr own, from the :11]1-h:h|:r all the way to being able o
bepin reading/translaring Tiberan rexrs. Dravid also eeaches at
various Dharma cenrers. Since 2000, he has held over 40
workshops around the LS,

Sorme students cained ar TLY have conmnued cheir studies
ar formal institutions such as Harvard, Columbia, and the
University of Virginia. Others have entered inro exrended
rerreat, including the traditional three-year rerrears. Saill
others are now sought-after translators around the 115, or are
Tiberan reachers themselves. As [Dianna L., one of his
students ar a seminar in LA, put it, “Dhavid 15 a grear reacher,
of language, its roats and the Dharma ic reveals.”

The Tibetan Language Insttute as it exists woday in
Montana is an interesting confluence of dynamics. [t s an
organization dedicated ro the preservasion of an ancient
langruage and culture, vet it unlizes modern technology to
further this goal: phone lessons for individuals and viroal
proup classes, air travel, dlecrronic dicoonanes, DVDs, and
email are all central 10 bow TLI operates, The office wself is
run by a small staff and a group of volunreers, Yer, with
Dravid's inspiration they have built an crganization thar
reaches an internarional community of Buddhist pracricioners
and Tiberan scholars = TLE has students everywhere from
Seattle, Washingron ro Sydney, Australia.
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D Gurtia and studenis

David’s dedication w the Dharma was recognized
recently when Gochen Tulku Rinpoche of Ewam Sang- nak
Ling conferred on him the urle of Loapin {or acharpa in
Sanskrir), which means "Dharma eeicher and scholar” In a
specch to those presenr ac the conclusion of his sivth @hepana
retrgal an Bwam, Rinpnch: cited Davids work i teaching
Tibetan in Arerica for the lase fourteen years, bis teaching of
Tibetan ac Rinpoche’s shepdra for the last five years, and his
teaching ol Dharma for the lase two years st Rinpoche’s
request a8 reasons for this appoiniment.

TLI has not abandoned good old-Fashioned classroom
reaching: This tradicion s alive and well. A recent threw-week
summer semivar i Ardee, Moorana ar Gochen Tulku
Rinpoche’s beautiful retreat cencer cnabled  beginning
students to siart with basics like the alphaber in the firsoweek
and end the chird week with a rudimengary abiliy 10
readrranslare basic reews. Anam Thubten Ranpoche came as
a guest reacher for the third week, which was focused on the
Heart Sutva — the seminar closed with the same guest reacher
and rext that helped makee TLs first seminar such a success
thirteen years ago.

And perhaps Anam Thubten Rinpoche said a0 bese:
“Learning Tibetan linguapge enhances ane'’s understandings
of the Buddhist reachings, By participating in [the various
seminars offered by TLI and supporing the Tibetn
Language Institute, we'll be helping 1o preserve the reachingy
af the holy 1harma. What can be beteer than thar?”

T has developed and sells vo-line Teberan language
marerials, including warkbooks, CDs, rapes, and insceuc-
tonal DY Ds. Far mare information go o www.ribean-
language org, email infof@tibetanlanguage org of phone

1-406-961-5131, @
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